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Case Austrått



Case Austrått

Austrått landscape 12 km2

East in Ørland municipality
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Austrått, Ørland



Ørland –

Vannfuglenes 

Sinsenkryss!

International crossroads for birdlife



A landscape shaped by monuments of power and territorial control



Blue centre marks 

recreational areas

The Austrått landscape is the 

natural recreational area for most 
people living in the municipality

Broader context



The two level development plan:
Measures in the outskirts and   

research in the centre



§ Architecture from 1654-56
Ove Bjelke (1611-74)

§ Pyramid from 1665

§ Renaissance/Baroque

§ Garden and park unknown

§ 1720 Abraham Dreyer

§ 1736 Søren Dass

§ 1760 Hans Holtermann

§ 1863 Gabriel Gravrok

§ 1882 Johannes Heftye

§ 1916 Fire 

§ 1918/19 State takes over

§ 1927 and 1961 Restoration work 

Brief history

The manor and pyramid



Exploring the heartland of Austrått. 

Manor house

East garden

West garden

Harbour with 
main approach

Austrått farm

Hunting park



Researching the Austrått landscape

Surveying natural and cultural values. Literature- and archive studies. 
Lidar/Georadar. Garden archaeology. 10 years work!



Local partner: Ørland cultural centre



Community involvement

Workshop 2017. Garden archaeology 2018.
Public meetings. Involvement of all generations.



Development of the landscape

Sustainable tourism. Local food production. Restoring parts of historic gardens/landscapes. 
Traditional food processing. Agriculture and biodiversity. Local involvement.



The garden and biodiversity program: 

Transforming the parklands of Austrått manor.



The fruit program: The restored manor East garden as a 

resource for local fruit production



The agricultural program: Farming and biodiversity in the Austrått
landscape



The aim of the program is to work with farmers to enhance biodiversity in 
the farmlands adjacent to the bird reserves in the Austrått landscape 
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The lake Rusaset in 2008 and 2017



The bird watching program: Ørlands Ramsar areas as a resource for local 

businesses  







How to utilize cultural landscape in tourism

1: Create a model for development and management of landscapes 

especially rich in nature values and cultural heritage. Focus on enhancing 

these values in the landscape and business models for the private sector 
with basis in these landscape values.

2: The historical landscape Austrått is thought as the base (as “brand”).

3: Action/development plans for single areas/programs. An overall plan to
connect different areas/programs.

4: Present a suggestion for a unit that can work with these tasks. 



https://www.ruritage.eu



Thank you for your attention!

ØContact:

ØDr. Daniel Johansen 

d.johansen.post@gmail.com

ØProf. Dr. Annegreth Dietze-

Schirdewahn 

annegreth.dietze@nmbu.no




